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Welcome
This roadmap is for bloggers who are creating content but haven't cracked monetization yet.

Whether you're brand new or have been blogging for a while, this guide shows you the 6 clearest
paths to income — and how to pick the right one for where you are right now.

Who this guide is for
•   Bloggers publishing content but earning little or nothing yet

•   eCommerce content creators looking to diversify income

•   Online entrepreneurs wanting to add passive revenue streams

•   Anyone ready to treat their blog like a real business

How to use this guide: Read through all 6 methods first, then focus on the one that matches your
current audience size, skills, and time available. You don't need all 6 — you need the right one,
executed well.
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The Monetization Ladder
Think of blog monetization as a ladder — each rung builds on the last. Start where you are. Climb

as you grow.

06 Courses & Coaching
Highest effort, highest reward

05 Email Funnels
Sell on autopilot while you sleep

04 Digital Products
Best margin, fastest to launch

03 Sponsored Posts
Brands pay you to feature their product

02 Display Ads
Passive income from traffic

01 Affiliate Marketing
Easiest entry point — start here

✦ You don't have to start at the bottom — but most bloggers see the fastest results by mastering one
method before adding another.
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01 Affiliate Marketing

Affiliate marketing is the simplest way to start earning from your blog. You recommend products or

services, and earn a commission every time someone buys through your unique link — no product

creation required.

•   Best networks: Amazon Associates, ShareASale, Impact, CJ Affiliate

•   Highest-earning niches: tech, finance, beauty, home, online tools

•   Place links in your top 3 most-read posts first — that's your fastest win

•   Use comparison posts and 'best of' roundups for highest click-through rates

•   Disclose affiliate relationships clearly — it builds trust and is legally required

Quick-start tip: Install a free link management plugin (like Pretty Links), sign up for Amazon
Associates today, and add 3 affiliate links to your most-visited post before the week is out.

✦ A blogger with just 500 monthly readers can earn $200–$500/month with well-placed affiliate links in
high-intent posts.
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02 Display Ads

Display ads let you earn money passively — advertisers pay to show banners on your blog, and

you get paid per 1,000 views (RPM). The more traffic you have, the more you earn.

•   Google AdSense: Beginner-friendly, works from day one

•   Mediavine: Premium rates, requires 50,000 sessions/month

•   Raptive (AdThrive): Top tier, requires 100,000 pageviews/month

•   Typical RPM ranges: AdSense $2–8, Mediavine $15–40, Raptive $25–50

•   Best ad placement: above the fold, within content, sticky sidebar

•   Avoid overloading with ads — it hurts UX and SEO rankings

Quick-start tip: Start with Google AdSense while building traffic. Set a goal of 10k sessions/month
to unlock better networks. Focus on SEO and Pinterest traffic for fastest growth.

✦ At 10,000 monthly sessions with AdSense, expect $50–$120/month. The same traffic on Mediavine
could earn $300–$600.
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03 Sponsored Posts

Brands pay bloggers to create content featuring their products or services. You don't need a huge

audience — brands increasingly value niche, engaged audiences over raw follower counts.

•   Create a simple media kit: your niche, audience stats, social reach, past work

•   Pitch rate formula: $100 per 10k monthly pageviews as a starting point

•   Pitch brands directly via email or join networks: AspireIQ, Cooperatize, IZEA

•   Package blog post + social shares for higher rates

•   Always disclose sponsorships (#ad, #sponsored) — it's legally required

•   Charge more for exclusivity, whitelisting rights, or usage in ads

Quick-start tip: Write 3 high-quality posts in your niche this month, then create a one-page media
kit and pitch 5 brands that already advertise in your space.

✦ Bloggers with 5,000–20,000 monthly readers regularly charge $150–$500 per sponsored post.
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04 Digital Products ■

Digital products are the highest-margin income stream for bloggers. You create it once and sell it

unlimited times — no inventory, no shipping, near-zero overhead. This is the core of what

1clicksales.blog is built around.

•   Best-selling types: planners, workbooks, templates, prompt PDFs, swipe files

•   Where to sell: Gumroad, Selar, Payhip, your own WooCommerce store

•   Price range: $7–$97 depending on depth and transformation provided

•   Bundle products to increase average order value

•   Use your blog content to validate what products your audience wants most

•   Your email list is your most powerful sales channel for digital products

Quick-start tip: Pick your top blog post topic and turn it into a PDF workbook or template this
weekend. List it on Gumroad for $17–$27 and promote it to your email list first.

✦ A single $27 digital planner sold 100 times = $2,700 revenue. Sell it 500 times = $13,500. The product
stays the same.
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05 Email Marketing Funnels

Your email list is your most valuable business asset — you own it, no algorithm can take it away. A

well-built funnel sells your products and affiliate offers automatically, 24/7.

•   Offer a compelling lead magnet to grow your list fast (like this guide!)

•   Welcome sequence: 5 emails over 7 days — value, value, value, offer, follow-up

•   Segment subscribers by interest for higher open and click rates

•   Tools: Mailchimp (free up to 500), ConvertKit, MailerLite

•   Average email ROI: $36 for every $1 spent — highest of any channel

•   One broadcast email per week minimum to stay top of mind

Quick-start tip: Set up your lead magnet opt-in today. Write a 5-email welcome sequence that
ends with a soft offer for your best digital product.

✦ A list of 1,000 engaged subscribers can generate $500–$2,000/month through a well-structured funnel
— without a single paid ad.
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06 Courses & Coaching

Once you have an audience and proven expertise, packaging your knowledge into a course or

coaching offer unlocks your highest income potential. This is where $1,000+ months become

$10,000+ months.

•   Start with a mini-course ($47–$197) before building a full course

•   Platforms: Teachable, Thinkific, Gumroad, or even a Notion-based course

•   Coaching (1:1 or group) can charge $97–$500/session with no course to build

•   Validate first: sell via waitlist before you build anything

•   Use your blog and email list to launch — no paid ads needed to start

•   Testimonials are gold: offer free or discounted spots to first cohort

Quick-start tip: Survey your email list this week — ask what their #1 struggle is. The most
common answer is your next course topic. Pre-sell before you build.

✦ Many bloggers launch their first mini-course to a list of under 500 people and generate $2,000–$5,000 in
their first week.
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Your 30-Day Action Plan
Pick one monetization method and run this plan. Don't try to do everything at once — focused

action beats scattered effort every time.

Week Focus Key Actions

Week 1 Choose & Set Up Pick your method • Set up your platform (Gumroad/AdSense/etc.) • Create
your lead magnet opt-in form

Week 2 Create the Asset Build your product / content / media kit • Write your welcome email sequence •
Set up your automation

Week 3 Publish &
Promote

Announce to your email list first • Share on social media • Add CTAs to your
top 3 blog posts

Week 4 Review &
Optimise

Check your numbers • Improve your weakest link • Plan your next income
stream

Remember: Consistency beats perfection. Show up, publish, iterate. The bloggers who win aren't
the most talented — they're the most consistent.
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Ready to sell your first
digital product?

Browse our ready-to-sell digital products — planners, workbooks, and prompt PDFs built for

bloggers and content creators.

■ Shop on Gumroad ■ Visit the Blog

gumroad.com/webmastery304 • 1clicksales.blog

You now have the roadmap. The only thing left is to take the first step.
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